The Ten Commandments for Visiting Paris

Dear Morris,

So, you are finally going to the promised land of 350 different cheeses! France is the most popular tourist destination in the world, and in 1997 had an invasion of 67 million foreign tourists. Before setting foot on the land of wine and haute couture, you need a few guidelines in order to blend. I mean, Morris, you have accumulated enough frequent flyer miles to have earned the privilege of sneering at those 67 million tourists. But then again, France is a whole different animal. Yes, it’s paradise of Europe with the chateaux of the Loire valley, the vineyards Bordeaux, and the art museums in Paris – but it also has over 60.5 million inhabitants called French. So, dear Morris, the following are the principles to enable you to blend in a culture that thrives on snubbing its tourist population.
1. Thou shalt not look like a cowboy.

You are on holy ground and the time to shed your alligator skin boots and white sneakers in when you step off the plane at the Charles De Gaulle airport. Shun all three primary colors and replace them with black, black, or black. If you don’t own any black, grey will suffice. Yes, these Frenchmen dress so they will always be ready to attend an opera, a funeral, or an alternative happening. Burn your fuchsia button-down and begin to blend. Leather soles are a must and walking like John Wayne has never been in.
2. Thou shalt greet each person with whom thou cometh into contact.

       You walk into your average shop overflowing with Eiffel Tower earrings, French berets, and Monet coasters – then you hear the words:” Bonjour monsieur”. You grin and continue to paw through the merchandise. Wrong, Morris! …
